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Housekeeping
• This webinar is being recorded.  All those who registered will 

receive a follow-up email with a link to access the recording, slides, 
and any other resources the panel may want to share.

• Webinar time extension until 2:15 pm ET.

• This webinar has closed captioning (cc).  You can set your 
preference of cc on the Zoom toolbar at the bottom of your screen.
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More Housekeeping
• Engage with @AACTE and our members during today’s 

webinar

• Questions for the panelists may be typed in the Q&A 
section of your Zoom toolbar. There will be time after the 
speaker presentations for Q&A

• For technical issues during this webinar, chat or email 
Brooke Evans (bevans@aacte.org)
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Today’s Moderator:

Gilda Martinez Alba, Ed.D.
Towson University
AACTE Committee on Global Diversity Co-Chair
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Agenda
I. Fostering Partnerships through Internationalization of 

the Curriculum and Collaborative Online International 
Learning (COIL)

II. University of Florida and Universidad San Francisco de 
Quito International Collaboration

III. KOSKO Future Teachers Virtual Exchange
IV. Q & A until 2:15 pm ET
V. Survey Link



Fostering Partnerships 
through Internationalization 

of the Curriculum 
and Collaborative Online 

International Learning (COIL)
Alina Slapac, ED.D. (Associate Professor,
Depart. of Educator Preparation & Leadership,
Univ. of Missouri-St. Louis, USA)

Karen Collett, Ph.D. (Senior Lecturer, Depart. of Educational Studies,
Univ. of the Western Cape, South Africa)



Presentation Overview
I. Factors Motivating Change & International Partnerships

 II. How do we start?  - Building Partnerships
 III. What is COIL and Why do it?
 IV. COIL Innovation: Two projects (2021-2023)
 V. Research Findings and Benefits
 VI. Key Partnership Lessons  and  Challenges
 VII. Recommendations and Future Plans
 VIII. Contact Details



Factors Motivating Change & International 
Partnerships  
❏ National and international imperatives - need to build social cohesion and 

global citizenship competence.
❏ Globalization trends in teacher development.
❏ Policy related to internationalization of the curriculum.
❏ Inability of most higher education students in under-developed countries to 

travel abroad (financial constraints).
❏ Need to strengthen social justice pedagogy and model it for our students.
❏ Strategy: COIL provides deepened opportunities for virtual global 

engagement and internationalization of the curriculum.



How Do We Start - Partnerships?

Funding: University of Missouri South African Education Program (UMSAEP)

Alina Slapac & Karen Collett
Gasant Gamiet, Francis Wessels (UWC) & Hege Knudsmoen (OsloMet) Norway in Cape Town, 2022



What is COIL?
❏ Pedagogical method/model/format, through digital technology, that encourages 

collaboration among place-bound students of different campuses to enhance their 
academic skills as well as to deepen their global engagement (Marcillo-Gómez & 
Desilus, 2016) 

❏ Two or more professors at different corners of the world, teaching the same subject 
areas or in different disciplines, can use an already established curriculum, 
assignments, projects or same syllabus (Guth, 2013) or customize the syllabus to meet 
the needs/goals of any class/discipline 

❏ Can be established fully online, hybrid, or face-to-face classes. 
❏ Alternative to study abroad programs; all students can participate COIL enhances 

intercultural student team-focused interaction through proven approaches to 
meaningful online and virtual engagement, while providing universities with a cost-
effective way to ensure that their students are globally engaged (SUNY COIL) 

❏ COIL projects could last four to eight weeks, including a) an icebreaker (meeting -
introductions) b) collaborative/cooperative task & c) reflection (“Global Learning”) For 
more info: https://coil.suny.edu 3



What Is COIL? 

COIL

Figure: SUNY COIL 2023 



COIL COMPONENTS

https://online.suny.edu/introtocoil/suny-coil-what-is/

https://online.suny.edu/introtocoil/suny-coil-what-is/


Why Do COIL?
❏ Internationalization at “Home” through COIL (bringing the world into 

the classroom).
❏ Reduce carbon footprint and cost for travel.
❏ Opportunities provided by increased online learning and 

connectivism (digital literacies) related to COVID-19 pandemic.
❏ Enhance research collaboration with international partners.
❏ Faculty and curriculum development.
❏ Program outcomes.
❏ Build intercultural competence of students and faculty.
❏ Promote Scholarship in Teaching and Learning.



Our COIL Goals 
❏ To develop global online teaching, critical citizenship and awareness in 

collaboration;
❏ To explore cultural diversity through collaborative international online 

learning;
❏ To enhance respect for local challenges and research needs in different 

teaching contexts;
❏ To develop an action research study;
❏ To share literature review tips and benefits of developing a literature 

review;
❏ (Only American students) To share interventions and modifications 

(changes) to research plans within students’ own socio-cultural context;
❏ To explore contextual similarities and challenges related to their topics;
❏ To discuss the importance of context as action researchers and to reflect 

on the value of COIL in teacher development.



COIL #1 Innovation & Research Projects 
(2021-2022) (UMSAEP, Slapac) 

Collaborators: Dr. Slapac, Dr. Coppersmith & Jingxin Cheng (GRA) (UMSL)  and Dr. Collett  (UWC)
FOCUS: ACTION RESEARCH

Participants: 45 UMSL inservice teachers and 80 (out of 370) UWC  preservice teachers

Timeline: February-May 2022 (12 weeks)

Technology:  Zoom, synchronous and asynchronous

Cooperative activity: Sharing research focus areas, reflections on local educational challenges

Faculty met regularly as a Professional Learning Community (PLC) via Zoom; ongoing reflections 
on the logistics, activities, equity issues, and challenges of the COIL courses.



COIL Zoom Meeting UMSL & UWC 





COIL #2 Innovation & Research Projects 
(2022-2023)    (UMSAEP, Collett)

Collaborators: Dr. Slapac, Dr. Coppersmith  & Jingxin Cheng (GRA) (UMSL)
and Dr. Collett  (UWC).  FOCUS: ACTION RESEARCH

Participants: 48 UMSL inservice students and  120 (out of 365) preservice  UWC 
students

Timeline: February-March 2023 (4 weeks) + 4 weeks (April- May) COIL with Dr. 
Cristina- Huertas Abril, University of Córdoba (UCO), Spain

Technology: FLIP videos (2),  asynchronous

Cooperative activity: TASK 1: Introductory videos with description of a local problem 
of practice /curiosity and a question to COIL partners; TASK 2: Reflection Task 3: Video 
response (strategies to address problems of practice)  Task 4: Reflection on COIL.







Publications (P),  Presentations  (PP), UMSL Daily Blog (B)
❏ Slapac, A., Collett, K., Wessels, F., Gamiet, G., & Knudsmoen, H. (2023). Social justice pedagogy and Collaborative Online International 

Learning (COIL): Across three partner higher education institutions. In P. Escudeiro, N. Escudeiro & O. Bernardes (Eds.), Handbook of 
Research on Implementing Inclusive Educational Models and Technologies for Equity and Diversity. (pp. 252-272). IGI Global. (P)

❏ Slapac, A., Coppersmith, S., & Cheng, J.* (2023). Global competence development through the lens of graduate students in action 
research courses. In C. E. Ullom & N. Guler (Eds.), At school in the world: Developing globally engaged teachers. (pp. 98-117). Rowman & 
Littlefield. (P) https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538153840/At-School-in-the-World-Developing-Globally-Engaged-Teachers

❏ Collett, K., & Slapac, A. (upcoming, October 30-1, 2023). Exploring the Social Justice Dimension of Innovative Collaborative International 
Learning (COIL) Courses Between Global Partner Institutions Through a World Café Methodology. IVEC (International Virtual Exchange 
Conference). São Paulo, Brazil. (Workshop)

❏ Slapac, A., Collett, K., Coppersmith, S.A, & Cheng, J.* (upcoming, October 30-1, 2023).  “Response-able Pedagogy”: 
Connecting Global North to Global South through a Collaborative International Learning (COIL) Course. IVEC (International 
Virtual Exchange Conference). São Paulo, Brazil. (PP)

❏ Slapac, A., Collett, K., Wessels, F., Gamiet, G., Shandu-Omukunyi, N.,* & Knudsmoen, H. (January 5, 2023). Teacher Educators’ Reflections 
on Social Justice Pedagogy on Two Pilot Studies on Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) Across Three Higher Education 
Institutions (American, Norwegian, and South African). Hawaii International Conference on Education, Honolulu, Hawaii. (PP)

❏ Slapac, A. (UMSL DAILY blog, interviewed by Burk Krohe, October 2022) UMSL and University of the Western Cape Collaborative COIL 
Course Promotes Global Citizenship https://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2022/10/03/university-of-western-cape-coil/

❏ Slapac, A., Collett, K., Wessels, F., Gamiet, G., Shandu-Omukunyi, N.,* & Knudsmoen, H. (July 27, 2022). Collaborative Online 
International Learning (COIL): Key Learnings across Three Higher Education Institutions (American, Norwegian and South African).  Online 
Presentation to faculty and staff in College of Education at University of the Western Cape, South Africa.

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538153840/At-School-in-the-World-Developing-Globally-Engaged-Teachers
https://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2022/10/03/university-of-western-cape-coil/


❏ Slapac, A. (March 15, 2023).Global Faculty Testimonial for UMSL Faculty, UMSL Global Reception (Touhill 
Performing Arts Center) (Invited)

❏ https://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2023/03/20/umsl-global-celebrates-internationally-engaged-faculty-members-
during-touhill-reception/ (B)

❏ Slapac, A. & Jorge, M.  (February 27 & 28, 2023).Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL): Bridging 
Countries, Cultures and Classroom Content. Presentation for UMSL Global Faculty Network (Invited) (PP)

❏ Slapac, A., & Collett, K. (September 20, 2023, Webinar, invited). International Partners in Teacher Educator 
Preparation Programs. American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education (ACCTE).

❏ Slapac, A., & Collet, K. (August 30, 2023). Internationalization of the Curriculum through COIL. Presentation 
at the COE Research Symposium, University of Missouri-St. Louis. (Invited, P)

❏ Slapac, A. & Huertas Abril, C.A. (upcoming). (Eds.). Encouraging Transnational Learning through 
Telecollaboration in Global Teacher Education. IGI Global. (Book)

❏ Collett, K., Slapac, A., Coppersmith, S.A. & Cheng, J. *(accepted, 2023). Towards a Response-able Pedagogy: 
Lessons Learnt from a Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) Partnership in Slapac, A. & Huertas 
Abril, C.A. (to be published in 2023). (Eds.). Encouraging Transnational Learning through Telecollaboration in 
Global Teacher Education. IGI Global.

Publications (P),  Presentations  (PP), UMSL Daily Blog (B)

https://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2023/03/20/umsl-global-celebrates-internationally-engaged-faculty-members-during-touhill-reception/
https://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2023/03/20/umsl-global-celebrates-internationally-engaged-faculty-members-during-touhill-reception/




Student Experiences    

“Even though where we live is different, from watching other teachers’ videos,
there are trends in topics in education. This project allows us to learn from each
other and bring many diverse experiences to each other’s research questions.” 
(American student, Survey).

“We learn about other people and their countries and we just come to recognize
that we're all dealing with, you know, many issues in different ways and some of
them, they're so similar. So that made me feel like, it’s not us alone like we’re all
tackling, you know, different issues.” 
(South African student Group B, P1, Interview). 



Research Findings: Benefits of COIL
❏ Planning took time and careful consideration (time, technology, participatory 

parity, language, training, technology, assessment) etc.
❏ Students discovered many similar issues across cultures (classroom 

management, technology, etc.) Empathy/awareness developed.

❏ Flexibility need to be demonstrated by faculty and students in adapting to the 
new learning environment and each other.

❏ Students had greater depth and insight into global issues and concerns in their 
reflections.

❏ Growth in student and faculty digital literacies.
❏ Increased confidence and participation through time, engagement, and trust 

(student/ faculty empowerment and agency).



Key Partnership Lessons

❏ Relationality- meeting in person and in context helped to 
orientate us and build a strong foundation to our working 
relationship.

❏ Co-curriculum planning required time and careful consideration 
of issues that influenced participatory parity and social justice 
pedagogy. 

❏ COIL teaching innovation was linked to improving pedagogical 
practice as well as research and publication. 



Challenges Related to Curriculum Planning & 
Participatory Parity 
❏ Technological issues/digital divide (load shedding, cable theft; bandwidth; connectivity) 
❏ Diverse socio-economic circumstances and daily living (work, religion, family 

structures)
❏ Class size disparity
❏ Winter and summer time zone changes / issues
❏ Multilingual and monolingual students (English proficiency) 
❏ Students’ differences/experiences in time spent abroad 
❏ Time consuming
❏ Lack of tech support over the weekends 
❏ Some power dynamic differences due to age/experience (mentoring role) 
❏ No Campus COIL Coordinators 
❏ Very few faculty at UMSL  and UWC used COIL at that time 
❏ Building relationality in a COIL course  - Orientation to COIL, ice-breakers, similarities 

and differences, clarify expectations. 



Recommendations 

❏ Exposure of students to such courses and different 
cultural contexts. 

❏ Connection of  students globally to see their local contexts 
and issues in different ways.

❏ Internationalization of the curriculum- innovative practice 
encouraging complex problem solving and building global 
competence.

❏ COIL supports opportunities to create long-lasting 
communities of practice, self-reflection and reflexive 
practices.



Further Recommendations 

❏ Opportunities for collaborative action research.
❏ Faculty advancement: access to grants, collaborative 

learning, and co-teaching, scholarship opportunities and 
professional development.

❏ Greater human and financial resources need to be put into 
supporting COIL curriculum development and delivery to 
enable participatory parity.

❏ Attention to key aspects of participatory parity 
(technological help after hours, acknowledging time 
required, access to technology and connection) 
are necessary.



Future Plans 

❏ Teaching/Research #1: Continuing UWC-UMSL COIL course 
collaborations  2023/24 (February- May 2024) + research.

❏ Research #2: related to the factors and support that contribute to the 
internationalization of campus and the sustainability of COIL initiatives.

❏ Research #3: connect inservice teachers and school leaders from two 
public schools in St. Louis, USA  and Cape Town, South Africa focused on a 
Professional Learning Network (PLN) linked to professional development.

❏ Provide capacity building on COIL to enhance the internationalization of the 
curriculum at the school level, faculty/teacher, and institutional level.

❏ Further publications and presentations of our research to enhance the 
internationalization of the curriculum through COIL.



Questions and Contact Details 

I

Dr. Alina Slapac 
Associate Professor
Department of Educator Preparation & Leadership
University of Missouri-St. Louis
E-mail: slapaca@umsl.edu
Research Gate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alina-Slapac

Dr. Karen Collett
Department of Educational Studies 
University of the Western Cape, South Africa 
E-mail:kcollett@uwc.ac.za

       https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0257-2083

mailto:slapaca@usl.edu
mailto:kcollett@uwc.ac.za
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0257-2083














University of Florida
● A top five public land-grant research university
● Founded in 1853
● University of Florida creates a collaborative environment and 

accelerates future solutions.



Presentation Overview 

Background and highlights of our current collaborative partnership elements

UF internationalization resources

Additional collaborative partnerships that developed

USFQ collaborative opportunities





https://sites.google.com/view/coil-project-draft/home-session-1


KOSKO Future Teachers
Virtual Exchange

Christina Wright Fields, PhD
Marist College

Jancileidi Hübner, MA
Universidade de Passo Fundo



Meet the 
professors

Jancileidi Hübner, MA Christina Wright Fields, Ph.D.



Future
Teachers
Project Global Dispositions: 

Take Multiple Perspectives & 
Inquire about the World

IEARN



To cultivate global dispositions, teachers 

must weave opportunities to inquire 

about the world, take multiple 

perspectives, engage in respectful 

dialog, and take responsible action as a 

routine and integral part of everyday life 

in the classroom.

iEARN 
Future Teachers Project

—(Boix Mansilla, 2016, p. 3)



Global 
Framework



Universidade de 
Passo Fundo

Passo Fundo, Rio 
Grande do Sul

Marist College
Poughkeepsie, NY



Universidade de Passo Fundo (UPF)

Marist College



Universidade
de Passo Fundo
(Passo Fundo - RS)

Marist College
(Poughkeepsie - NY)

Participants

Professor Janci Hübner

13 students

Professor Christina Wright Fields

18 students

Total number of students: 31



PHASES
Planning phase: began February 8th 

• Phase 1 | Introductions
                 Week 1: February 27th 
                 Week 2: March 6th

• Phase 2 | Language
                Week 3: March 20th 
                Week 4: March 27th
                Week 5: April 3rd

• Phase 3 | Educational Systems 
              Week 6: April 10th 
              Week 7: April 17th

• Phase 4 | Closing 
              Week 8: April 24th

iEARN Future Teachers 
Project Timeline



PLATFORMS 
FOR 

INTERACTION



Phase 1



Phase 1



Phase 2



Phase 2



Phase 2



Phase 3



Phase 3



Phase 4

Being a positive role model for students.

Making a difference

Language as a social practice

Transforming our classroom spaces



Student 
Engagement



As a student, I greatly valued the intercultural education project 
because it allowed us to connect with other aspiring educators from 
another part of the world. Through this experience, we were able to 
learn more about the education system in Brazil which I thought was 
very interesting. 

In addition, I thought hearing the voices of every student in the 
project was very unique and featured the diversity of the individuals 
who participated. During the project, I was surprised by the lack of 
foundational knowledge I had about the differences in education. 

Student Reflection



"Trouxe a oportunidade de conhecermos novas pessoas e realidades  educacio
nais. Trouxe a oportunidade de pensarmos a nossa prática como professores d
e língua. Pode nos trazer também aprendizados de
percepção e visão dos outros, que transformam a nossa realidade."

It brought us the opportunity to get to know new people 
and educational realities. It brought us the opportunity of thinking
about our practice as language teachers. It could also bring us 
learning through the perception and vision of others 
which transform our reality.

Student Reflection



My favorite of the Padlet exercises was when we chose a quote 
that discusses the importance of language for communication. I 
was able to learn about poems I had never heard of from the 
students in Brazil. For example, X student shared a poem by Rupi 
Kaur about accents and her life as an immigrant. The student 
read the poem in both English and Portuguese which I found to 
be very beautiful because the feeling of the poem changed 
between the two languages. Although I could not understand 
the Portuguese this led me to feel the heart of the poem more.

Student Reflection



I valued the global perspective that our intercultural education 
project gave me. In previous education courses, I have learned 
about the education system in New York or other regions of the 
country, but it was valuable to learn about another country’s 
systems. This helped me understand how culture and education 
shape our lives. Further, I valued being able to connect with 
other education students because it is always nice to feel like 
you are part of a greater community.

Student Reflection



Thanks! Longview Fellowship Community

Marist College

Universidade de Passo Fundo, Brazil

iEARN Future Teachers Project
christina.fields@marist.edu

jancileidi@upf.br
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Questions
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Thank you for joining us!
You will receive an email with the webinar recording and resources.

Share your thoughts @AACTE 

Please Complete this 
30 Second Survey:

 

https://forms.gle/YeP
PSRuzAcswpjcr6

https://forms.gle/YePPSRuzAcswpjcr6
https://forms.gle/YePPSRuzAcswpjcr6
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